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MESSAGE
FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Welcome to Yasmina British Academy. We are one of the few recognised outstanding schools
in the UAE where our students’ attainment and progress, within all year groups, are
significantly above UK, UAE and global averages. The whole Academy community is very proud
of its achievements to date and is looking forward to working in partnership to become a
leading Academy of excellence within the region.

No matter the age of the student and central to everything that we do, Yasmina is focused on
the development of happy, confident, independent, and flexible learners, who are fully
prepared for advanced study and work within the ever-changing demands of the 3rd
Millennium. We genuinely care about all people within our Academy community.

At the heart of our entire academy are the 3 key objectives of Aldar Education: Our Purpose —
Empowering the next generation to shape our future, Our Promise — Delivering the highest
standards of education and inspiring a love of learning; and Our Values- Excellence, Creativity,
Passion, Respect and Collaboration.

Through outstanding learning and teaching and the constant reinforcement of our core
objectives, we can fully prepare all of our students for adult life, to enable them all to practice
and develop leadership qualities, to be highly motivated, confident and creative independent
learners and most importantly understand the value of being respectful and tolerant
international citizens.

I look forward to meeting you in the near future.

KEITH MILLER
Executive Principal,
Yasmina British Academy
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It is with great pride that | welcome you to our truly remarkable school.

My teaching and leadership journey began in London and brought me to the UAE in 2014,
where | have been privileged to serve in Executive leadership roles, guiding schools through
periods of change and growth. As a former International Triathlete for Great Britain and a
Sports Scholar at Loughborough University, | carry with me a philosophy of education that is
about much more than academic achievement. | believe in shaping well-rounded learners
who thrive through diverse experiences, build resilience, collaborate effectively, lead with
confidence, and strive for excellence in every aspect of life.

At Yasmina British Academy, our vision is to nurture motivated learners who are inspired to
succeed across academic, personal, and social domains. We are committed to equipping
every child with the skills and character to overcome challenges, embrace opportunities, and
celebrate their achievements with pride.

My aspiration is that every student, no matter their starting point, is given the platform to
reach their full potential. This means ensuring a curriculum that is broad, balanced, and
enriched with opportunities that foster curiosity, courage, and creativity.

What makes our school exceptional is not just our curriculum and outcomes, but our
community. We are a vibrant collective of staff, students, and parents united by a shared
purpose: to create a culture of care, aspiration, and lifelong learning. | am honoured to work
alongside you as we guide our young people to develop the values, skills, and confidence they
need to flourish both within and beyond our school.

I look forward to seeing you all very soon.

HOLLY GIBBS
Head of School,
Yasmina British Academy
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MEET OUR
EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP
TEAM

SARAH LANE
Head of Primary

JENNIE KELLETT
Head of Secondary

DENNIS FELIX
Associate Director - Operations
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MEET OUR
SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM

%

Z

MARK DAVIES WENDY WORTMANN
Primary Assistant Primary Assistant
Principal Principal

LISA DAVEY SAM SHOUSHA NADY

Primary Assistant Whole School
Principal Assistant Principal

PAUL TAYLOR ROBERT COULTAS
Secondary Assistant Secondary Assistant
Principal Principal

CLAIRE FOX MOSTAFA SAUDI
Secondary Assistant Whole School
Principal Assistant Principal
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RATED AS "OUTSTANDING®
BY THE BSO & ADEK

In their 2023 report, the British School Overseas inspection deemed Yasmina British Academy to
be “Outstanding”. The report highlighted the “Outstanding” provision from Early Years through to
Sixth Form in quality of teaching, learning, and assessments, as well as leadership and
management. In addition to academic success, they deemed the personal development,
behaviour, and welfare for students to also be “Outstanding”.

We were also rated as ‘Outstanding’ by Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge
(ADEK) in all six performance standards in 2023. The report commented that: ‘Leaders set an
extremely clear strategic vision and direction for the school’, and that ‘The school's outstanding
curriculum means that students have clear and effective academic guidance and support at all
stages in their education’.

OUR VALUES

il

COLLABORATION EXCELLENCE CREATIVITY
RESPECT PASSION

OUR VISION

AN EXCEPTIONAL LEARNING COMMUNITY, EMPOWERING
ALL TO IMAGINE, EXPLORE AND GROW.

‘EMPOWERED MINDS, ENDLESS POSSIBILITY?

ACADEMIC
COMMUNITY EXCELLENCE ! SPORTS | THE ARTS - INNOVATION

ALL STUDENTS THRIVE
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OUR CURRICULUM

The English National Curriculum is renowned and respected the world over as being one of the
most academically rigorous pathways to further education. One of its key advantages is that it is
constantly evolving to encompass the changing world in which we live. Above all, it is designed
to foster a love of learning and at Yasmina, we aim to inspire and challenge our students to
approach the curriculum with a sense of curiosity and resilience, ensuring that we instil these
skills in them for life.

With passion at the heart of everything we do, Yasmina nurtures all children through a rich and
exciting educational journey. We truly believe that all children can achieve academic success
and live a life full of opportunity and fulfilment regardless of their starting point. High Performance
Learning is based upon a framework that includes 30 learning characteristics that students
develop to be high performing learners. These are based around, 'How we think’ and ‘How we
behave’ and are embedded across our curriculum.

Successful foundations are laid in Early Years and in Primary to engage and cultivate awe,
wonder, and imagination. Independence is developed and fostered through a safe environment
where students feel comfortable taking risks and are not afraid to fail. Inclusive for all, barriers to
learning are overcome through building trust to create confident, happy, reflective, and
accountable learners, who make exceptional progress.

Our Early Years and Primary curricula are designed to be exciting, varied, and creative, enabling
learning to flow through the different subject areas. All students are given opportunities to make
connections, apply their skills, and understand how their experiences relate to the real world.
From these foundations, we are committed to delivering the highest levels of Arabic, Islamic and
Social Studies in line with the expectations of the Ministry of Education.

Through the Middle School, our Year 5-8 teams bring together the best of Primary with the
specialisms of Secondary in a creative, exciting curriculum fully preparing our students to
successfully choose their I/ GCSE options at the end of Year 8, studying them through to Year 1],
before progressing to A Levels through to Year 13

GCSEs and A-levels are two of the most rigorous, reliable, and highly regarded examinations
available. At the end of Year 13, students go on to study at some of the most prestigious
universities around the world with our alumni including graduates from Oxbridge, vy League, and
Russell Group institutions.

QUALIFICATIONS

1/GCSE

An impressive 44% of total grades were awarded at grade 9 - 7 for our I/GCSE cohort of 2025
while 85% of total entries achieved a 9 - 4 grade. In 2025, Yasmina British Academy, was also
awarded the ALPS Platinum Award, placing us in the top 10% of schools internationally for
progress. Furthermore, the cohort also achieved outstanding BTEC results with 80% of all students
being graded at Distinction* level, with the remaining students achieving Distinctions.

A-Level

An incredible 52% of Yasmina British Academy’s A-Level students achieved an A* or A, exceeding
top schools in the UK. Top achieving students from Aldar Academies have already secured
opportunities to pursue their higher education at prestigious Russell Group and Ivy League
universities in the UK and USA.
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Learn More about HPL

Introducing HPL: https://www.highperformancelearning.co.uk/

Room at the Top: Inclusive education for high performance: rb.gy/1bttk
Head's Up Podcast: rb.gy/9smta

What is HPL? and why does it matter to students? rb.gy/ollni
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STUDENT LEADERSHIP

Between October 2022 and June 2023, we have been incorporating the High-Performance
Learning framework into how students learn at Yasmina British Academy. The HPL philosophy
rests on decades of research around the intrinsic features of high performance, and the
framework provides a clear strategy to develop students’ cognitive and behavioural skills to
enable high performance across the curriculum and prepare them for life beyond school. HPL
focuses on our students' limitless potential, not fixed ability, which means every young person at
Yasmina is given the opportunities and ingredients to succeed as a high performer.

The HPL framework includes 20 Advanced Cognitive Performance characteristics (ACPs) and 10
Values, Attitudes and Attributes (VAAs). These ACPs and VAAs are progressive and enable
students to purposefully and consciously develop the thinking skills and behaviours required for
high performance in all their lessons.

At Yasmina British Academy, there is a wide variety of leadership opportunities available for
students to develop lifelong leadership skills.

Having effective leaders and ambassadors develops our community in a number of ways. It
further enhances students' roles as responsible learners. It empowers student voice. It creates a
positive school environment of inclusivity, awareness and opportunity. It allow students to thrive
and model our core values of Excellence, Respect, Collaboration, Passion and Creativity.

Our prestigious positions throughout the school are:

e Head Boy and Head Girl of the Academy - Post 16
e Secondary Student Leadership Team
e Prefects

e Head Boy and Head Girl of Primary

e Primary Student Leadership Team

e Student Councillors

e House Captains and House Tutors

e Subject Ambassadors

e Digital Leaders

e Eco Ambassador

e wellbeing Ambassadors
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OUR CULTURE FOR LEARNING

‘Every student has the right to be educated in a safe, supportive and orderly school environment
that is free from disruptions and obstacles that impede learning.

At Yasmina British Academy, we believe that a positive attitude to oneself, to others and to
learning greatly improves the likelihood of successful and fulfilling experiences at our school and
in life in the future.

Our aim is to change patterns of behaviour using a positive culture and ethos that develops
wellbeing, self-discipline and promotes well-rounded, independent learners.

As a school, we do not believe in sanctioning students who misbehave as an immediate
response. We encourage reflection, responsibility, and restorative actions from all. However,
repeated breaches of the school rules and expectations will not be tolerated and a graduated
approach to consequences will be adopted.

Proactive strategies reinforce positive behaviours alongside effective behaviour management
systems.

We work with you to achieve this through your support as parents and our Parent Code of
Conduct as well as our Student Code of Conduct which sets out the expectations for the best
conditions for learning and wellbeing.

We employ a range of age-appropriate proactive strategies and behaviour management
systems that reinforce positive behaviours.

We use a range of expertise within our school, including our Inclusion Department of specialists,
our School Counsellors and Social Worker.
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ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY

Attendance Matters.

Good attendance is the foundation for academic achievement and it underpins all aspects of
personal development. It establishes a responsible attitude towards the opportunities available
in school and further education and it is the basis for the world of work. Attendance is a critical
factor to a productive and successful school career.

Punctuality Matters.

Punctuality is crucial in schools because it prevents missed instructional time, ensures seamless
transitions, and builds foundational life skills. Arriving on time allows students to settle in without
stress, participate in essential morning routines, and demonstrate respect for their teachers and
peers.

l Outstanding (s 4 days absent)

Below 90% I Unacceptable (> 18 days absent)

As Parents:

e Ensure your child is on time for start of school and end of school day to maximise learning
and minimise upset and disruption to learning.

e Communicate with the school and provide the necessary evidence if a pupil is absent or has
a medical appointment.

e Eliminate taking your child out of school during the school day whenever possible.

e Keep us informed. There are often very good reasons for absence and lateness. We can
support this with clear communication from yourselves.

Student Leave Request Form:
e Parents will be sent the term dates as soon as these are known in order for them to arrange
their holidays without disrupting their child’s education. This includes the return dates at the

start of the academic year and after holidays.

e A planned absence during this time may not be approved based on the child's current
attendance record.

e Permission will be given for valid reasons only such as a serious medical issue or a family
emergency. The school will evaluate requests on a case-by-case basis and all requests

made should include supporting documents.

e Please note, the school does not authorise holidays during term time.
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HOME LEARNING

Learning at home is an essential part of good education as research shows that home learning
has a positive impact on student outcomes. Home learning not only reinforces classroom
learning, it also helps students to develop skills and attitudes they need for successful lifelong
learning. Students need to be given opportunities to develop independence, habits of inquiry
and investigation, time management and discipline, which are essential for GCSE and A Level
study.

Primary

Class Teachers will share Home Learning ‘Take Away’ sheets with the students at the beginning
of each term. This will indicate the tasks that need to be completed for English, Maths, Science
and STEAM over the term linking to the topic being taught.

In EYFS students are expected to read for 10 minutes every day and complete a practical
activity linked to Maths, Arabic and Topic from the newsletter.

Students in Primary (Year 1to Year 8) are expected to read for 15 minutes every day and learn
the spelling rule in addition to the Takeaway homework sheet. Students record all home
learning in their homework book. This allows for parents and class teachers to be able to
monitor the work that is being completed. This helps students develop independence and time
management skills as well as ensuring they make excellent progress in their learning.

Secondary
Heads of Year share Home Learning schedules for their year groups at the start of the
academic year, which specify which subjects students need to work on each day.

As a general rule, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are expected to complete 1.5 hours of home
learning each day. When students progress on to GCSEs in Years 10 and 11, the expectation is for
students to complete around 2 hours of independent learning at home each day. By the time
students enter Post-16 and A level study, the demands of these courses mean students will
have to complete around 3 hours of independent work on each subject, each week.

All students in Years 7-11 should spend 30-45 minutes of their daily home learning time on
reading, learning vocabulary, practising times tables and some form of review or consolidation
of work completed in class. Homework will be recorded on our online system.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Students are required to bring their own stationery and device to school to facilitate their day-
to-day learning.

YEARS1-3 YEARS 4 -6 YEARS 7 -13
(] small pencil case () small pencil case (] Black or blue pen (7] scientific calculator
(1) HB pencils () HB pencils (1) HB pencils (] Colouring pencils
(JRuler (Jpen (JEraser (7] see-through pencil
. . case
(] colours (felt tips or pencils) (] Ruler (JRuler O
. . . . Green pen
O Brln% Your Own Device — (] Colours (felt tips or pencils) (7] Pencil sharpener O
Starting from Year 2 onward. . Pink pen
() Basic calculator () scissors d
) . Purple pen
(] Bring Own Device () clue O
Green highlighter
() Protractor O
Pink highlighter
() compass O
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DIGITAL STRATEGY

At Yasmina, we operate an Apple-first Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Policy from Year 2 to Year 13.

Technology enables innovative teaching and learning methods to be employed and to provide
all students with the 2Ist century skills required in today's society.

The use of devices in school is carefully planned to support and enhance the quality of
education at YBA. All students from Year 2 to Year 13 will be trained at an age-appropriate level
how to integrate technology into their everyday learning.

Our one-to-one device programme ensures that every student across the Academy is
equipped with the tools they need to thrive in a modern, digitally enriched learning
environment. When used with clear intent, digital technology can significantly enhance
educational outcomes.

Device Guidelines:

Students in Years 2 to 8 are required to use an Apple iPad, ensuring consistency across the
classroom environment and enabling teachers to deliver innovative, immersive, and inclusive
lessons. The use of a single device platform at these year levels allows for the seamless
integration of key tools such as Apple Classroom, Apple's native education applications, and
Apple Intelligence (Al), providing powerful support for personalising learning, monitoring
progress, and maintaining focus. Apple Classroom, in particular, acts as a digital teaching
assistant allowing teachers to share resources instantly, guide learning in real time, and ensure
purposeful use of technology during lessons.

From Year 9 onwards, students are empowered to choose either an Apple iPad or an Apple
laptop. This flexibility allows older students to select the device that best suits their learning
style and academic needs, whilst maintaining the advantages of a consistent Apple platform
to support teaching, learning, and collaboration.

ONLINE SAFETY

At Yasmina British Academy, our commitment to digital wellbeing and purposeful technology use
is reflected in the introduction of an optional Digital Safety Package. This is a comprehensive
suite that includes the Jamf School and Jamf Parent apps. Together, these tools ensure that
student devices are used safely, responsibly, and in line with our educational values.

The Jamf School app forms the backbone of our device management system. It allows our IT
and digital learning teams to configure, monitor, and support all student iPads across the school.
Devices are preloaded with the correct apps, settings, and restrictions, ensuring a consistent and
secure learning environment at all times.

To extend this support beyond the school gates, the Jamf Parent app empowers families to
manage and guide their child’s device use at home. Parents can set healthy boundaries around
screen time, restrict access to certain apps outside school hours, and encourage positive digital
habits — all aligned with our commitment to student wellbeing.
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Key Features for Parents:
1. App Control: Restrict access to non-educational apps (e.g. games or social media) during
homework, family time, or bedtime.
2.Time-Based Restrictions: Schedule ‘downtime’ periods when only approved apps are available.
3.Focus Modes: Create custom routines like ‘Home Time’ or ‘Study Time’ with tailored settings.
4.Location Awareness: Option to view your child’s device location, offering reassurance and peace
of mind.

To purchase the digital safety package please click HERE.

BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD)

Recommended Specification Requirements

(.

iPad 10" Generation 64GB Skriva Stylus Digital Safety
(Or newer generations) (or) Software

\

=

Minimum Specification Requirements

+ | +

(

iPad 9th Generation 64GB or  Skriva Stylus Digital Safety
iPad Air 4™ Generation 64GB  (Or alternative) Software

\

+ | +

Purchasing Options

1.Purchase iPad from eStore
Purchase the approved iPad and digital safety bundle directly from our school’s eStore.
The device will be pre-configured with JAMF already installed, meaning the device is ready
to use out of the box.

2.Purchase iPad Elsewhere
Purchase an iPad from an outside retailer or vendor, ensuring it meets our school’s
specifications. The digital safety software will be installed separately in school.

3.Use an Existing iPad

Use your child’s existing iPad, ensuring it meets our school’s minimum specifications.
The digital safety software will be installed separately in school.
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PRIMARY EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES (ECAS)

Yasmina British Academy offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities linked to the five core
pillars of our school. Each term you will have the opportunity to join a new ECA and develop
your interests, acquire new skills and meet new friends. Below is just a taster of what is
available:

EXTRA CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

~ ACADEMIC ¥ : P —
ESMMLNITY A EXCELLENCE SPORTS : THE ARTS ¢ INNOVATION

‘ Mandarin Chinese J Cyber Coders

Lego We Do

Minecraft Education

Media Mayhem
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SECONDARY EXTRA-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES (ECAS)

The ECA and Academic Enrichment programme serves to raise the whole child. Our
provision ensures that we raise happy, confident, honest, reliable, hardworking, respectful,
resilient, and independent young adults. Our provision guarantees opportunities for every
child to discover where they shine within the curriculum and the best fit into the school’s
wider community. We offer more than 60 ECAs across the secondary school and below are
examples of the offered ECAs.

)

@

L THE ARTS

[55)

COMMUNITY

ACADEMIC

EXCELLENCE 4

INNOVATION

D D D G G
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OUR PARENT COMMITTEE

Yalla Yasmina is Yasmina British Academy’s parent association, working alongside the school to
help enrich students’ experiences at school.

Yalla Yasmina helps organise and manage many community and school events throughout the
year, mainly through fundraising, with donations going to charitable organisations, as well as
improvements within our school.

Fundraising efforts in the past helped support our school's primary library, new furniture in the
Foundation Stage, equipment for the PE department, as well as appreciation gifts for the Green
and Security teams.

Events include Pink October, the Arabic Book Fair, Flag Day, National Day, Heritage Week, Anti-
Bullying and Mental Health Awareness.

If you would like to learn more about Yalla Yasmina and how you as a parent can contribute to
our school community’s events and fundraisers, please email pre@yasminabritishacademy.ae,
or send a direct message to their Instagram page @_YallaYasmina.

OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM

Aldar Academies’ Uniform Policy
Our policy is based on the view that a school uniform:
e Promotes a sense of pride in the school
e Engenders a feeling of community and belonging
e |s practical and smart
¢ |dentifies the students with their school
e Makes students feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance
e Has been designed with the health and safety of the students in mind
e Adheres to strict ADEK and government regulations.

School Bags
Students should bring a rucksack with two shoulder straps. Yasmina's school bags are
encouraged but optional.

School Shoes
Smart, black leather shoes with white socks must be worn. Please note that boots, sandals and
trainers (except for PE) are not permitted.

Hair

Hair should be neat and tidy, with no extreme hair colouring or styles. Hair below collar length
should be tied back or plaited. Only plain practical accessories may be worn in the school
colours.

Jewellery

Students are permitted to wear a watch. Stud earrings may be worn. No other jewellry is
permitted. In line with safe practices, earrings must be removed for PE and swimming lessons.
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Cosmetics
Make-up, lipstick, nail varnish, nail extensions or temporary tattoos are not permitted in school.

Cultural Sensitivity

It is recognised that some parents of young girls would prefer that their arms and legs are fully
covered. In such circumstances, second-skin tops or T-shirts and leggings may be worn
underneath uniforms, or trousers may be worn (obtoinoble tailor-made, from the uniform
supplier). *Leggings cannot be worn alone.

Where to Purchase Uniforms
Aldar Academies’ uniforms are available exclusively from Magrudy's Uniforms. You can purchase
items online, or alternatively, you can visit Magrudy's store at Al Forsan Central Mall, Abu Dhabi.

Post-16 Uniforms
The uniform for Post-16 students at Yasmina British Academy consists of our branded school
uniform with a blue shirt or professional attire in black, white, blue or grey.

Professional attire will:
e Encourage independence, responsibility, and maturity
¢ Increase comfort and enhance a sense of freedom
Promote a stronger sense of identity and self-expression
Foster a formal, professional, and mature environment
Prepare students for the real world, such as university, internships, and the workplace

OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM CATALOG

*Please note that it is required that Secondary students wear blazers, white school shirts, school
trousers/skirts, school tie, and school shoes
You can purchase items online at www.magrudy.com

PARENT & GUARDIAN ID

Parent Passes will be used to further enhance our security procedures and should be worn
whenever you are at school. You will be asked to show your Parent Pass when collecting your
child or entering the premises. We encourage you to have it clearly on display.

If you do not have your Parent Pass, you will be asked to sign in as a visitor to obtain a visitor's
pass.

In Primary, you must confirm your identity by supplying your child's unique PIN number also at
collection time.

If you'd like your child to be collected by someone who does not have their own Parent Pass,
please inform your class teacher via e-mail in advance with the details of who will be collecting
your child.

The e-mail request will help staff to confirm that we have the authorisation to allow this adult to
collect your child. They will be asked to confirm your child’s unique PIN also.

Parent Passes are compulsory and a key part of ensuring the safety of all children at school.

These are arranged on Admission to our school and by our team at Reception:
reception@yasminabritishacademy.ae.
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NUTRITION & CATERING

Early Years & Primary

e Students must bring:
o A packed lunch
o Healthy snacks & a water bottle

e Water dispensers are available for refilling throughout the day.
e Important: Yasmina operates a nut-free policy. Please do not include any nut-based
products in your child’s lunch.

Secondary
e Students may bring a packed lunch or purchase food from the Food Nation canteen.

Daily Options
e Grab-and-Go items: AED 3 — AED 16
e Meal of the Day (protein, starch, side): AED 18
e Themed lunch menus are offered throughout the academic year.

If your child plans to buy food at school, please ensure they bring:
e The correct amount of cash, or a payment card

Food can also be purchased using the SPARE — Schools Made Smarter App.

Food Nation
Food Nation provides healthy, high-quality meals and works with many schools across the
Emirate.

From Year 2 onwards, students can buy healthy snacks from Food Nation trolleys (cash or card
accepted).

Students in Years 3—6 may also purchase lunch from the canteen.

School Policy

We recognise that birthdays are a special time for some of our families.

In line with our commitment to promoting a healthy eating environment, and out of respect that
not all families celebrate birthdays in the same way, we ask that no food, cakes, sweets or sugary

treats be brought into school.

To support our inclusive environment, we suggest sharing a class book or providing a non-edible
item instead.

For special events involving food sharing, ADEK authorisation is sought and our school

communicates guidelines to parents that state that any food brought in shall adhere to the Abu
Dhabi Guideline for Educational Institutions in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.
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OUR SCHOOL DAY TIMINGS

YEAR DROP-OFF PICK-UP (MON-THURS) PICK-UP (FRI)
FS1 7:15 am - 8:00 am 2:30 pm/ 2:45 pm 11:10 am/ 11:30 am
FS2 7:15 am - 8:00 am 2:30 pm/ 2:45 pm 11:10am/11:30 am

YEAR 1 7:15am - 8:00 am 2:45 pm 11:20 am
YEAR 2 7:15am - 8:00 am 2:45 pm 11:20 am
YEAR 3 7:15am - 8:00 am 2:50 pm 11:25 am
YEAR 4 7:15am - 8:00 am 2:50 pm 11:25 am
YEAR 5 7:15am - 8:00 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am
YEAR 6 7:15am - 8:00 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am
YEAR 7 7:15am - 7:40 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am
YEAR 8 7:15am - 7:40 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am
YEAR 9 7:15am - 7:40 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am
YEAR 10 7:15am - 7:40 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am
YEAR 11 7:15am - 7:40 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am
YEAR 12 & 13 7:15am - 7:40 am 2:55 pm 11:30 am

e Further pick up and drop off details for each Year Group will be communicated directly in the
Welcome Letters from Directors in Primary and Heads of Year in Secondary.

BUS INFORMATION

Emirates Transport
Aldar Academies and Emirates Transport provide high-quality buses with enhanced student
safety features. Emirates Transport is the largest school transport provider within the UAE.

They regulate, manage, and supervise the operations of student transport in line with
Department of Transport requirements and the highest international safety standards.

Buses operate for the end of school times only; they do not operate for Extra Curricular
Activities scheduled after school hours.

To register for the bus service, please visit the Emirates Transport website or contact
alyasmina@et.ae.

PHOTOGRAPHY CONSENT

During the school year, we take photographs of various school activities involving students to
celebrate their achievements and share special moments with our wider community.

These images may be featured on our website, official social media platforms, news bulletins,
billboards, and promotional materials.
With this in mind, we kindly seek your consent to include your child in such media.

If you do not wish for your child to appear in any photographs or videos shared on public
platforms, please inform us by sending an email to pre@yasminabritishacademy.ae and your
child's class teacher.
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PAYMENT INFORMATION

All our academy fees are regulated by the Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge
(ADEK) and are only subject to review every two years.

YEAR YEARLY FEES (AED) TERM 1 TERM 2 TERM 3
FS1/Nursery 49,740 19,896 14,922 14,922
FS2 - Year 1 49,740 19,896 14,922 14,922

Years2-6 51,180 20,472 15,354 15,354
Years7-8 56,910 22,764 17,073 17,073

Year 9 61,010 24,404 18,303 18,303

Years 10 - 13 67,270 26,908 20,181 20,181

Finance payment information:

To pay tuition fees, you can either pay via a bank transfer, credit card or cheque. Please note
that when you make a direct deposit to our bank account, we do not necessarily recognise
your payment unless you provide us the bank deposit slip. Kindly send a copy of the bank
deposit receipt to the following email finance@alyasminaacademy.sch.ae immediately, so
we can allocate funds accordingly and send you a confirmation receipt.

For online transfers, please see the bank details below.
Bank Name: Abu Dhabi Commercial Bank

Account Name: Aldar Academies LLC — Yasmina Academy
Account Number: 10482902020008

IBAN: AES88 0030 0104 8290 2020 008

SWIFT code: ADCBAEAA

Please note you can check your outstanding balance or download invoices/
receipts by logging in to the Parent Portal, under “My Account”.
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DARNA REWARDS

The Darna Rewards Programme is a free application available to parents to allow you to earn
points upon payment of tuition or for experiences and purchases across Aldar and participating
brands, which can then be redeemed for future payments.

To apply, you need to register through the Darna Rewards application by using the same e-mail
provided to the school.

Your points accrued will then be added to your account within 7 days.

LIVE ALDAR APP

The Live Aldar app is your central hub for staying connected with Yasmina British Academy and
keeping track of your child’s school experience. Through the app, you can conveniently access
important updates, receive notifications, manage absences, and stay informed about school
news and events.

To get started, simply download the Live Aldar app from the Apple App Store or Google Play
Store.

IMPORTANT LINKS AT A GLANCE:

e PHOTOGRAPHIC CONSENT

e EARLY EXIT REQUEST
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KEY CONTACTS

Our main form of communication in Primary will be from your class teachers via email and
Seesaw. Within the secondary phase of Yasmina, our teachers will communicate with you
via the Parent Portal or through email. Important information will be sent via text messages.

Contacting the School
If you need to contact the school with a query, please follow the process below.

If your question is related to a specific lesson or subject, then the first port of call is the
subject teacher, followed by the Head of Department.

If your question relates to a welfare concern, then the first port of call is your child’s form
tutor/class teacher, followed by the Head of Year.

If further clarification is required or the matter remains unresolved, it will then become
appropriate to escalate to the next level.

For all general enquiries, please contact our Parent Relations Executive at
Pre@alyasminaacademy.sch.ae

OUR TELEPHONE: 02 508 9500
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	FROM THE PRINCIPAL
	No matter the age of the student and central to everything that we do, Yasmina is focused on the development of happy, confident, independent, and flexible learners, who are fully prepared for advanced study and work within the ever-changing demands of the 3rd Millennium. We genuinely care about all people within our Academy community.
	At the heart of our entire academy are the 3 key objectives of Aldar Education: Our Purpose – Empowering the next generation to shape our future, Our Promise – Delivering the highest standards of education and inspiring a love of learning; and Our Values- Excellence, Creativity, Passion, Respect and Collaboration.
	Through outstanding learning and teaching and the constant reinforcement of our core objectives, we can fully prepare all of our students for adult life, to enable them all to practice and develop leadership qualities, to be highly motivated, confident and creative independent learners and most importantly understand the value of being respectful and tolerant international citizens.
	I look forward to meeting you in the near future.
	KEITH MILLER
	Executive Principal,
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	My teaching and leadership journey began in London and brought me to the UAE in 2014, where I have been privileged to serve in Executive leadership roles, guiding schools through periods of change and growth. As a former International Triathlete for Great Britain and a Sports Scholar at Loughborough University, I carry with me a philosophy of education that is about much more than academic achievement. I believe in shaping well-rounded learners who thrive through diverse experiences, build resilience, collaborate effectively, lead with confidence, and strive for excellence in every aspect of life.
	At Yasmina British Academy, our vision is to nurture motivated learners who are inspired to succeed across academic, personal, and social domains. We are committed to equipping every child with the skills and character to overcome challenges, embrace opportunities, and celebrate their achievements with pride.
	My aspiration is that every student, no matter their starting point, is given the platform to reach their full potential. This means ensuring a curriculum that is broad, balanced, and enriched with opportunities that foster curiosity, courage, and creativity.
	What makes our school exceptional is not just our curriculum and outcomes, but our community. We are a vibrant collective of staff, students, and parents united by a shared purpose: to create a culture of care, aspiration, and lifelong learning. I am honoured to work alongside you as we guide our young people to develop the values, skills, and confidence they need to flourish both within and beyond our school.
	I look forward to seeing you all very soon.
	HOLLY GIBBS
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	SENIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
	MARK DAVIES
	WENDY WORTMANN
	LISA DAVEY
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	MOSTAFA SAUDI
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	RATED AS "OUTSTANDING"
	BY THE BSO & ADEK
	In their 2023 report, the British School Overseas inspection deemed Yasmina British Academy to be “Outstanding”. The report highlighted the “Outstanding” provision from Early Years through to Sixth Form in quality of teaching, learning, and assessments, as well as leadership and management. In addition to academic success, they deemed the personal development, behaviour, and welfare for students to also be “Outstanding”.
	We were also rated as ‘Outstanding’ by Abu Dhabi Department of Education and Knowledge (ADEK) in all six performance standards in 2023. The report commented that: ‘Leaders set an extremely clear strategic vision and direction for the school‘, and that ‘The school’s outstanding curriculum means that students have clear and effective academic guidance and support at all stages in their education’.
	OUR CURRICULUM
	The English National Curriculum is renowned and respected the world over as being one of the most academically rigorous pathways to further education. One of its key advantages is that it is constantly evolving to encompass the changing world in which we live. Above all, it is designed to foster a love of learning and at Yasmina, we aim to inspire and challenge our students to approach the curriculum with a sense of curiosity and resilience, ensuring that we instil these skills in them for life.
	With passion at the heart of everything we do, Yasmina nurtures all children through a rich and exciting educational journey. We truly believe that all children can achieve academic success and live a life full of opportunity and fulfilment regardless of their starting point. High Performance Learning is based upon a framework that includes 30 learning characteristics that students develop to be high performing learners. These are based around, ‘How we think’ and ‘How we behave’ and are embedded across our curriculum.
	Successful foundations are laid in Early Years and in Primary to engage and cultivate awe, wonder, and imagination. Independence is developed and fostered through a safe environment where students feel comfortable taking risks and are not afraid to fail. Inclusive for all, barriers to learning are overcome through building trust to create confident, happy, reflective, and accountable learners, who make exceptional progress.
	Our Early Years and Primary curricula are designed to be exciting, varied, and creative, enabling learning to flow through the different subject areas. All students are given opportunities to make connections, apply their skills, and understand how their experiences relate to the real world. From these foundations, we are committed to delivering the highest levels of Arabic, Islamic and Social Studies in line with the expectations of the Ministry of Education.
	Through the Middle School, our Year 5-8 teams bring together the best of Primary with the specialisms of Secondary in a creative, exciting curriculum fully preparing our students to successfully choose their I/GCSE options at the end of Year 8, studying them through to Year 11, before progressing to A Levels through to Year 13
	QUALIFICATIONS
	I/GCSE
	A-Level
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	iGCSE/GCSE Grades 2025
	9-7  44%
	9-6  62%
	9-5  76%
	9-4  85%

	iAL/AL Grades 2025
	A*-A  52%
	A*-B  76%
	A*-C  91%
	A*-D  97%

	How to Think
	EMPATHIC
	AGILE
	HARDWORKING

	How to Behave
	Learn More about HPL
	Introducing HPL: https://www.highperformancelearning.co.uk/
	Room at the Top: Inclusive education for high performance: rb.gy/1bttk
	Head's Up Podcast: rb.gy/9smta
	What is HPL? and why does it matter to students? rb.gy/o1lni
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	STUDENT LEADERSHIP
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	OUR CULTURE FOR LEARNING
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	ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY
	Attendance Matters.
	Good attendance is the foundation for academic achievement and it underpins all aspects of personal development. It establishes a responsible attitude towards the opportunities available in school and further education and it is the basis for the world of work. Attendance is a critical factor to a productive and successful school career.

	Punctuality Matters.
	Punctuality is crucial in schools because it prevents missed instructional time, ensures seamless transitions, and builds foundational life skills. Arriving on time allows students to settle in without stress, participate in essential morning routines, and demonstrate respect for their teachers and peers.
	As Parents:
	98%+
	96%+
	Very Good (≤ 7 days absent)
	92%+
	Acceptable (≤ 15 days absent)
	Below 92%
	Weak
	Below 90%
	Student Leave Request Form:
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	HOME LEARNING
	Learning at home is an essential part of good education as research shows that home learning has a positive impact on student outcomes. Home learning not only reinforces classroom learning, it also helps students to develop skills and attitudes they need for successful lifelong learning. Students need to be given opportunities to develop independence, habits of inquiry and investigation, time management and discipline, which are essential for GCSE and A Level study.
	Primary
	Class Teachers will share Home Learning ‘Take Away’ sheets with the students at the beginning of each term. This will indicate the tasks that need to be completed for English, Maths, Science and STEAM over the term linking to the topic being taught.
	In EYFS students are expected to read for 10 minutes every day and complete a practical activity linked to Maths, Arabic and Topic from the newsletter.
	Students in Primary (Year 1 to Year 6) are expected to read for 15 minutes every day and learn the spelling rule in addition to the Takeaway homework sheet. Students record all home learning in their homework book. This allows for parents and class teachers to be able to monitor the work that is being completed. This helps students develop independence and time management skills as well as ensuring they make excellent progress in their learning.

	Secondary
	Heads of Year share Home Learning schedules for their year groups at the start of the academic year, which specify which subjects students need to work on each day.
	As a general rule, students in Years 7, 8 and 9 are expected to complete 1.5 hours of home learning each day. When students progress on to GCSEs in Years 10 and 11, the expectation is for students to complete around 2 hours of independent learning at home each day. By the time students enter Post-16 and A level study, the demands of these courses mean students will have to complete around 3 hours of independent work on each subject, each week.
	All students in Years 7-11 should spend 30-45 minutes of their daily home learning time on reading, learning vocabulary, practising times tables and some form of review or consolidation of work completed in class. Homework will be recorded on our online system.

	SCHOOL SUPPLIES
	Students are required to bring their own stationery and device to school to facilitate their day-to-day learning.
	YEARS 1 - 3
	HB pencils
	Ruler
	Colours (felt tips or pencils)
	YEARS 4 - 6

	HB pencils
	Ruler
	Colours (felt tips or pencils)
	YEARS 7 -13


	DIGITAL STRATEGY
	At Yasmina, we operate an Apple-first Bring Your Own Device (BYOD) Policy from Year 2 to Year 13.
	Technology enables innovative teaching and learning methods to be employed and to provide all students with the 21st century skills required in today's society.
	The use of devices in school is carefully planned to support and enhance the quality of education at YBA. All students from Year 2 to Year 13 will be trained at an age-appropriate level how to integrate technology into their everyday learning.
	Our one-to-one device programme ensures that every student across the Academy is equipped with the tools they need to thrive in a modern, digitally enriched learning environment. When used with clear intent, digital technology can significantly enhance educational outcomes.

	Device Guidelines:
	Students in Years 2 to 8 are required to use an Apple iPad, ensuring consistency across the classroom environment and enabling teachers to deliver innovative, immersive, and inclusive lessons. The use of a single device platform at these year levels allows for the seamless integration of key tools such as Apple Classroom, Apple's native education applications, and Apple Intelligence (AI), providing powerful support for personalising learning, monitoring progress, and maintaining focus. Apple Classroom, in particular, acts as a digital teaching assistant allowing teachers to share resources instantly, guide learning in real time, and ensure purposeful use of technology during lessons.
	From Year 9 onwards, students are empowered to choose either an Apple iPad or an Apple laptop. This flexibility allows older students to select the device that best suits their learning style and academic needs, whilst maintaining the advantages of a consistent Apple platform to support teaching, learning, and collaboration.
	ONLINE SAFETY
	At Yasmina British Academy, our commitment to digital wellbeing and purposeful technology use is reflected in the introduction of an optional Digital Safety Package. This is a comprehensive suite that includes the Jamf School and Jamf Parent apps. Together, these tools ensure that student devices are used safely, responsibly, and in line with our educational values.
	The Jamf School app forms the backbone of our device management system. It allows our IT and digital learning teams to configure, monitor, and support all student iPads across the school. Devices are preloaded with the correct apps, settings, and restrictions, ensuring a consistent and secure learning environment at all times.
	To extend this support beyond the school gates, the Jamf Parent app empowers families to manage and guide their child’s device use at home. Parents can set healthy boundaries around screen time, restrict access to certain apps outside school hours, and encourage positive digital habits — all aligned with our commitment to student wellbeing.
	Key Features for Parents:
	App Control: Restrict access to non-educational apps (e.g. games or social media) during homework, family time, or bedtime.
	Time-Based Restrictions: Schedule ‘downtime’ periods when only approved apps are available.
	Focus Modes: Create custom routines like ‘Home Time’ or ‘Study Time’ with tailored settings.
	Location Awareness: Option to view your child’s device location, offering reassurance and peace of mind.
	To purchase the digital safety package please click HERE.
	BRING YOUR OWN DEVICE (BYOD)



	Recommended Specification Requirements
	Minimum Specification Requirements
	Purchasing Options
	Purchase iPad from eStore
	Purchase the approved iPad and digital safety bundle directly from our school’s eStore.
	The device will be pre-configured with JAMF already installed, meaning the device is ready
	to use out of the box.
	Purchase iPad Elsewhere
	Purchase an iPad from an outside retailer or vendor, ensuring it meets our school’s
	specifications. The digital safety software will be installed separately in school.
	Use an Existing iPad
	Use your child’s existing iPad, ensuring it meets our school’s minimum specifications.
	The digital safety software will be installed separately in school.
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	PRIMARY EXTRA-CURRICULAR
	ACTIVITIES (ECAS)
	Yasmina British Academy offers a wide range of extra-curricular activities linked to the five core pillars of our school. Each term you will have the opportunity to join a new ECA and develop your interests, acquire new skills and meet new friends. Below is just a taster of what is available:
	SECONDARY EXTRA-CURRICULAR
	ACTIVITIES (ECAS)
	The ECA and Academic Enrichment programme serves to raise the whole child. Our provision ensures that we raise happy, confident, honest, reliable, hardworking, respectful, resilient, and independent young adults. Our provision guarantees opportunities for every child to discover where they shine within the curriculum and the best fit into the school’s wider community. We offer more than 60 ECAs across the secondary school and below are examples of the offered ECAs.
	ECO Warriors
	Model United Nations
	Rugby
	Digital & Traditional Art Masterclasses
	Robotics & Coding
	Sustainability Fashion
	World Scholar Cup
	Swimming
	Scenography & Stage Design
	Mission to Mars
	Yasmina School Magazine
	Language Clubs
	Football
	Performing Arts & Dance
	DIDI Project Design Space
	Arabic Poetry
	Medical Podcast
	Basketball

	Music Band and Choir
	Entrepreneur Club
	Toast Masters
	IELTS & Reading Clubs
	Cricket
	LAMDA Qualification
	STEAM


	OUR PARENT COMMITTEE
	Yalla Yasmina is Yasmina British Academy’s parent association, working alongside the school to help enrich students’ experiences at school.
	Yalla Yasmina helps organise and manage many community and school events throughout the year, mainly through fundraising, with donations going to charitable organisations, as well as improvements within our school.
	Fundraising efforts in the past helped support our school’s primary library, new furniture in the Foundation Stage, equipment for the PE department, as well as appreciation gifts for the Green and Security teams.
	Events include Pink October, the Arabic Book Fair, Flag Day, National Day, Heritage Week, Anti-Bullying and Mental Health Awareness.
	If you would like to learn more about Yalla Yasmina and how you as a parent can contribute to our school community’s events and fundraisers, please email pre@yasminabritishacademy.ae, or send a direct message to their Instagram page @_YallaYasmina.

	OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM
	Aldar Academies’ Uniform Policy
	Our policy is based on the view that a school uniform:
	Promotes a sense of pride in the school
	Engenders a feeling of community and belonging
	Is practical and smart
	Identifies the students with their school
	Makes students feel equal to their peers in terms of appearance
	Has been designed with the health and safety of the students in mind
	Adheres to strict ADEK and government regulations.
	School Bags
	Students should bring a rucksack with two shoulder straps. Yasmina's school bags are encouraged but optional.

	School Shoes
	Smart, black leather shoes with white socks must be worn. Please note that boots, sandals and trainers (except for PE) are not permitted.

	Hair
	Hair should be neat and tidy, with no extreme hair colouring or styles. Hair below collar length should be tied back or plaited. Only plain practical accessories may be worn in the school colours.

	Jewellery
	Students are permitted to wear a watch. Stud earrings may be worn. No other jewellry is permitted. In line with safe practices, earrings must be removed for PE and swimming lessons.
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	Cosmetics
	Cultural Sensitivity
	Where to Purchase Uniforms
	Post-16 Uniforms
	OUR SCHOOL UNIFORM CATALOG
	You can purchase items online at  www.magrudy.com

	PARENT & GUARDIAN ID
	Parent Passes will be used to further enhance our security procedures and should be worn whenever you are at school. You will be asked to show your Parent Pass when collecting your child or entering the premises. We encourage you to have it clearly on display.
	If you do not have your Parent Pass, you will be asked to sign in as a visitor to obtain a visitor's pass.
	In Primary, you must confirm your identity by supplying your child’s unique PIN number also at collection time.
	If you’d like your child to be collected by someone who does not have their own Parent Pass, please inform your class teacher via e-mail in advance with the details of who will be collecting your child.
	The e-mail request will help staff to confirm that we have the authorisation to allow this adult to collect your child. They will be asked to confirm your child’s unique PIN also.
	Parent Passes are compulsory and a key part of ensuring the safety of all children at school. These are arranged on Admission to our school and by our team at Reception: reception@yasminabritishacademy.ae.
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	Early Years & Primary
	Secondary
	Daily Options
	Food Nation
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	OUR SCHOOL DAY TIMINGS
	YEAR
	DROP-OFF
	PICK-UP (MON-THURS)
	PICK-UP (FRI)
	FS1
	7:15 am - 8:00 am
	FS2
	YEAR 1
	YEAR 2
	YEAR 3
	YEAR 4
	YEAR 5
	YEAR 6
	YEAR 7
	YEAR 8
	YEAR 9
	YEAR 10
	YEAR 11
	YEAR 12 & 13


	BUS INFORMATION
	Emirates Transport
	Aldar Academies and Emirates Transport provide high-quality buses with enhanced student safety features. Emirates Transport is the largest school transport provider within the UAE.
	They regulate, manage, and supervise the operations of student transport in line with Department of Transport requirements and the highest international safety standards.
	Buses operate for the end of school times only; they do not operate for Extra Curricular Activities scheduled after school hours.
	To register for the bus service, please visit the Emirates Transport website or contact alyasmina@et.ae.
	PHOTOGRAPHY CONSENT

	During the school year, we take photographs of various school activities involving students to celebrate their achievements and share special moments with our wider community.
	These images may be featured on our website, official social media platforms, news bulletins, billboards, and promotional materials.
	With this in mind, we kindly seek your consent to include your child in such media.
	If you do not wish for your child to appear in any photographs or videos shared on public platforms, please inform us by sending an email to pre@yasminabritishacademy.ae and your child's class teacher.
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	PAYMENT INFORMATION
	Finance payment information:
	IBAN: AE88 0030 0104 8290 2020 008
	YEAR
	YEARLY FEES (AED)
	TERM 1
	TERM 2
	TERM 3
	FS1/Nursery
	FS2 - Year 1
	Years 2 - 6
	Years 7 - 8
	Year 9
	Years 10 - 13
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	DARNA REWARDS
	The Darna Rewards Programme is a free application available to parents to allow you to earn points upon payment of tuition or for experiences and purchases across Aldar and participating brands, which can then be redeemed for future payments.
	To apply, you need to register through the Darna Rewards application by using the same e-mail provided to the school.
	Your points accrued will then be added to your account within 7 days.

	LIVE ALDAR APP
	IMPORTANT LINKS AT A GLANCE:
	PHOTOGRAPHIC CONSENT
	EARLY EXIT REQUEST
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	Our main form of communication in Primary will be from your class teachers via email and Seesaw. Within the secondary phase of Yasmina, our teachers will communicate with you via the Parent Portal or through email. Important information will be sent via text messages.

	Contacting the School
	If you need to contact the school with a query, please follow the process below.
	If your question is related to a specific lesson or subject, then the first port of call is the subject teacher, followed by the Head of Department.
	If your question relates to a welfare concern, then the first port of call is your child’s form tutor/class teacher, followed by the Head of Year.
	If further clarification is required or the matter remains unresolved, it will then become appropriate to escalate to the next level.
	For all general enquiries, please contact our Parent Relations Executive at
	Pre@alyasminaacademy.sch.ae



